Serious Manifeſto and Declaration 


OF THE 


ANABAPTIST, 
And other Congregational CHURCHES, 
Touching the preſent TranſaQtions of the Affairs of this Commonwealth, both in 


Church and State. 


Ick what unweatied vigeur and zeal of Spirit we have alwayes ſought the promotion and advancement of the Kingdom of 

the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Purity of the Goſpef, and Liberty of Conſcience, againſt all that have oppaſed themſelves there 
unto, ſome preceding years can bear us Teſtimony; which we endevoured to ds, not onely by wading through ftreams af 
Blocd and Danger in the late Wars, with the extremeſt hazard of all that was Dear and Near unto us; but alſo by a con- 
tinuall and fervent interceſſion, by rears and praye:s unto Almighty Ged on that behalf. : 

Nor need we here acquaint this preſent Age, wich what ſucceſs they were anfwered from Him who. is the Giver of all good: the reall 
Teſtimonies whereof are pregnant enough, from that ſweet and Chriſtian Liberty we all enjoyed, as well in our Civil Impleyments, as our 
Religious Diſpenſacions ; and might from thenee long ſince have expe ed and looked for a ſweer, laſting, and reall compoſure of Spirits and 
Intereſts in this Nation, Had not ſame (Ambitious of ſingle Power of Regality in themſelves, abetted and aſſiſted by others ef like baſe 
and degenerating ſpirits) ſpoiled the Fabrick of our Peace and Happine's, Levelling the Hope of our Settlement, to advance the height ef 
Ris unjuſt and uſurped Power and Kingſhip. | 

During the Reign of which Dragon, Ai men can wicneſs, how much the Churches of Chriſt then ſuffered, and all that bore Teſtimony 
to the Truth of che Lord Jeſus, botk by Silencings, Sequeſtrings, Impriſoaments and Death, nor regarding of what Faith or Profeſſion, or whe- 
ther Friends or Poes; bur the (once) Boſom Friend, as well as the Common Enemy, wers alike liable to his mercileſs Cruelty. But, his Vio- 
lence was cut off wich his Life, and his Progeny (from Ruling) by both. 8 6 

We ſhall not (therefore ) need to mention thoſe few minutes of his Sons Reign, which laſted not much longer, than whilſt he contracted vaſt 
- Debcs for his Fathers Funeral, but ſoon vaniſn'd, leaving the Commonwealth dearly to pay both for the Ereing, and for the Pulling Down 
again of their Kingly Idol: Nor of what was a&ed in each aftet- Interval and Change, Affats of State being alwayes left and found in ſuch 
counfuſion and diſorder, that the Churche; of Chriſt were Rill in jeopardy, ard could very hardly get one look of favour or Protection from ſuc- 
ceſſive Rulers : We having not (indeed) in all the Viciſſitudes theſe late years have afforded, beheld any viſible Rulers, on whom the Congre- 
pared Churches had more cauſe to fix a real hope of liberty and freedom on (as ro Spirituals) than on that part of the Officers of the Army 

ate reſiding in Wallingford- Houſe (whom we do Reſolve to adhere to, and ſtandby) whoſe zeal to the Cauſe of Chrift and his Churches, as well 

Conſcience and Care of the Peoples Rights and Liberties, pur them upon the Neceſſity of chat kinde of Aſſembling and Acting: by whem, 
(had they not been ſo unworchily deſetted and betrayed by ſome of their own Fellows and Servants) we might have ſeen ere this che greateſt 
day of rejoycing and gladneſs amongſt the Churches of Chriſt, that all or any of rhe foregoing Ages have either ſeen or read of. | 

Being therefore deeply ſenſible of our preſent ſufferings, (by the loſs of rhoſe our worthy Patriots, and Church-defenders) and of the real 
Cauſers thereof: And finding at this preſent (to our great grief, as well as admiration) That at this time che implacable Enemies of our Chur- 
ches (the lite Secluded Members) are again admitted, and do now daily Sit and Vote in Parliament; from whoſe violent tempers of Spirit 
(according to their former expteſt fury) we are in all likelyhood to expe our common Peace to be perturbed, our Meetings diflolved, and our 
Perſonsendangered, if ſome timely and neceſſary provifion for prevention thereof be not made and provided. 

And we have yet further confidence to ſpeak, That as we are not (if urſited) an inconſiderable part of this Nation, both in reſ of Power, 
Eſtates and Strength: So we hope no ſober and unbyaſſed perſons can thinł it conſiſtent with our Reaſon and Intereſt, co ſuffer a trampling 
= by Forms of Baniſhmenc, Sequeſtrations, and un/uſt Proclamations for making ſome ef us Traytors, who long fince have learne to deny 
: | 


over of them, 


And therefore we do hereby Manifeft and Dectare, on the behalf of our ſelves, and all other Congregational Churches within this Common- 
wealth, holding che Faith ef the Lord Jeſus iy Word and Doctrine, That we thall not ſubmit ro any Qualifications of Parliament in point 
ef Faith and Religion, (a force, we hear, intended to be put upon our Conſciences) other than ſhall conſiſt with the true Teac and 
Guidance of the holy Spirit. Nor ſhall we hold que ſelves obliged to render obedience to this preſent State · conjunction, without the full 
and free teſtitution and admiſſion of the Lord Lambert, &c, lately Members of the Committee of Safety, And we do further Declare, 
That we ſhall with our Lives and Fortunes, and to our wrmoſt Power and Abilities, Aſſiſt, Promote, Adhere to, and ſtand by thoſe true 
and 3 — he 0 fel * Churches: Looking upon all ot : * kd bur Fo — 7 ur. 
4 fire, and compaſſed themſelves uh parks ; that may walk in the bght of their in the ſparks that t died: But tha 
ſhall they have at the hand of the Lord, They (hail lie down in Sorrow, "go 1 | 
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Linden, printed for Henry Hardy. 1660, 


